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Community Events Update  

ABRIACHAN PRODUCE SHOW  
 26th September : VILLAGE HALL  
 
 A stealthy peek over the neighbours' fence 
and into the polytunnels has certainly dented 
the confidence of some.... especially those 
who have been cursed by the were-rabbit, 
deer and pig pestilence.  
Is there still time to plant a replacement row of 
tatties, we wonder? Will the courgettes crop 
until the end of September? 
Never fear though, there are many classes for 
the rest of us to enter - so get the jeelie pan 
out , perfect the home baking, decorate the 
family scarecrow and shove him in the barrow, 
create a design plan for the mini-garden    
competition... ask someone from Drum if  we 
can pick some of their flowers ... no, no, that is 
cheating and rules is rules - ask Lynn! 
 
For further information, entry envelopes etc. 
contact 
Jo 01463 861257, Lynn 0798 987 0228   
or email : lynnlbirch@aol.com  

LIBRARY OPENINGS - 
The second Sunday of the 
month from 11.00 am or by 
arrangement - phone 861278. 
 
 The library holds a  regularly 
refreshed selection of fiction and 
non-fiction for all ages and     
interests. 
Associated with the library is the 
Abriachan Book Group . 
We meet on a Friday evening 
every 5 or 6 weeks. This is a 
great opportunity to read books 
you may never have 
considered reading and then to 
join in a friendly and sometimes 
spirited discussion. Recent    
titles have included ñArthur and 
Georgeò, ñSmall Islandò, ñJoseph 
Knightò, and we will soon be 
heading down ñCalumôs Roadò. 
If you would like to join call          
Christine on 861278  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : August 21st 7.30pm in Village Hall 
 
 

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME TO COME AND FIND OUT WHATôS 
BEEN HAPPENING AND WHAT CHALLENGES LIE AHEAD. 

2009 Midsummer sunset over 
the Fannichs through the     
Highland 2007 Celtic Calendar  -   
a perfect time to drop the hay! 

HEAVENôS ABOVE ï The nights are fair drawing in 

but all the better to brush up on your basic astronomy.  
Dr. Amanda Smith will run a series of ten astronomical  
Saturday  evenings initially starting at 8.00pm in the hall 
throughout the winter.  
Bring binoculars and own telescopes if you wish. 
 
Provisional dates are 26.09.09; 17.10.09; 24.10.09; 
14.11.09;  21.11.09 (+ with Katy Martinôs star stories); 
5.12.09; 16.01.10; 30.01.10; 13.02.10; 27.02.10  
These classes have been kindly organised & supported 
by Highland Council Community Learning and Leisure. 



ELECTIONS - The Abriachan Forest Trust is managed by a board 

of Trustees and our Constitution states that every year a third of our 
Trustees must stand down. If this is their first term of office, they may 
be eligible for re-election but no trustee can be in office for more than 
two consecutive terms. Trustees must be on the electoral roll for the  
Parish of Abriachan and their nomination forms must be signed by 2 
members. If you would like to become more actively involved in the 
AFT and would like to become a Trustee, you can obtain a           
nomination form from the Registered Office: 
Tyeantore, Abriachan, 
Inverness. IV3 8LD  
Nomination forms must be submitted to the registered office 14 days  
before the A.G.M.  
If you have any questions about the A.G.M. or the responsibilities of  
being a Company Director contact Company Secretary on 861278.  
Trustees meet on the third Friday of every month and they all have     
different roles and responsibilities according to their area of interest 
and skills. Recently our Trustees have been involved in preparing 
and submitting grant applications, aspects of project management,            
organising and running an education programme and preparing for 
the Forest Stewardship Council Audit. 
Trustees and members can also become involved in more physical 
work during our community activity days which are held on the 4th 
Saturday of the month.  
Our meetings are open and everyone is welcome to attend.  
Every month detailed accounts are presented to the meeting by our 
book keeper. 
Renewal forms will be sent to existing Members in August but if you 
wish to join please contact Alan Milton on 01463  861315 

 
AFT : ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009 
 
August 21st @ 7.30pm in Village Hall 
 

Agenda :  
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes AGM  - 22.08.08  
3. Chairmanôs report for 2008-2009 
4. Finance report - March 31st 2009 Accounts can 

be previewed in village hall - in library hours or by arrangement. 
5. Appointment of Auditors 
6. Election of Directors/Trustees to the Board 
7. Setting of Annual Subscription Fee 
  
Meeting will be followed by a chance for        
everyone to chat over coffee and cakes.   

Abriachan Forest Trust is a  
Company Limited by Guarantee.  
 
Company registered in  
Scotland No. 171271:  
Recognised Scottish Charity No. 
SCO25690AFT. 
Entrust Reg. No. 3330084.  
Registered Office: Tyeantore, 
Abriachan Inverness IV3 8LD  



It was most definitely oak before ash  this year so we are just having 
a splash of rain every few days ð sometimes a considerably          
torrential splash as the ditches and burns have demonstrated, but it 
is great growing weather. Those who got their hay in early shouldnôt 
be too complacent, the winter forecast , with rowans laden , is for a 
long and hard one with the feeding of beasts starting early in          
November and lasting well into April. 

FOREST OPERATIONS  

The continuous cover thinning is ongoing 
and Andrew McMillan has methodically cleared 
and forwarded the pulp and a few loads of logs 
to roadside. In the past year 234 tons of pulp 
and firewood has been produced , 5,000 larch 
and conifer and 2,000 broadleaves planted.         
   The marked improvement in ground flora and 
rowan, willow and birch tree seedlings is       
becoming a  feature of the forest floor around 
the classroom area. A quadrat survey by         
Forest School groups has demonstrated this for the 

explore/share aspects of their John Muir Award. 

Oh deer meðwhat a problem!  
 

Dung counts were done over a period of 3 
months in the spring and have resulted in us 
being able to identify red and  roe dung but be-
ing challenged when sika  maraud amongst the 
restock! The survey has demonstrated that  
more  deer    presence  than we would wish for 
is  clearly an issue close to the older mature 
forest and  new plantings.  
Firmer measures are required perhaps? 

A (very young) Jonny is caught in the  antlers of 
a dilemma. Do we..... 

keep replanting trees 
put up miles of deer fence 
chase them away over the hill 
up the cull rate? 

 

Daz, a Rural Skills sharp-shooter, has the      
answer .... wool on the new growth of the trees 
in the hope that deer.... 
wonôt like the smell 
choke on the fluff 
are scared by it blowing in the breeze 
get a taste for mutton 
fear climate change has enabled us to grow 
cotton instead of heather 

 

When all the time we have just created a new 
sub-species of downy birch Elite. 

Deer damage 

Dung counter 

Domestic roe doe deer 

The Scottish Rural Development Programme     
contract has been finalised and secured some £15k 
annual funding for ongoing maintenance,  some of 
the educational and continuous cover thinning and 
planting works. 
The standing volume of the forest increased by an 
estimated 2,200 cubic metres last year, whilst some 
1,561cubic metres were removed, leaving a surplus 
of carbon lock up of 639 cubic metres.  
The FSC audit was carried out in May and, once 
again, the forest operations were commended. This 
has meant £3 more per ton for FSC accredited than 
for non-FSC logs.  
Thanks to Dietrich for his work on this. 


