Yes indeed, Tree 0O6Clock took place
caused quite a confusion in folk who wanted to join in. The record breaking
attempt was to help plant more trees in one hour across the whole of the UK
than had ever been done before. While the Abriachan heroes did not break
any quantitative records they certainly made up for it by quality planting in
extremely challenging ground conditions. The area we replanted was cleared
windblown lodgepole pine. The final count was 47 planters (including Hugh in
the backpack, excluding Jess and Ra
starting gun!) and 947 trees-bi r ch, al der, Scotsb
space of an hour. Thanks to everyone involved.

Saturday of each month 10.00 & 12.00
Call 01463 861259 for details, location, weather & likely tasks

We would like to be able to e-mail the next newsletter to as many as possible

This must be a contender for
the oldest snowman in the
Highlands; he only dripped
away peacefully last week at
the grand old age of three
and a half months. He had to
resort to some very discrete
reconstructive surgery during
the February blizzards. By
the end Eoghann had grown
much taller than him.

The hard winter was hard on
fuel stores so stock up again
for next year £50/cube m
(E8 delivery >10miles tba)

order: tel. 01463861315

Bespokedly chopped to fit
your stove by Andrew McM.
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snowed and froze and
snowed and froze with a
few blizzards in between
times.... more snow days
than we ever dreamed of,so
now some of us are noticing
the rewards of many gaps

The play area being out of
commi ssion di

for young and fit alike!
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Dochgarroch Primary Forest School required some
remodel ling. The seating
to (pretend) fireside conversation so they called in the
interior design team of Simon and Simon (otherwise
known as the Rustic Furniture Co.) Alex Baillie from
Dochfour Estate very kindly allowed them to
rearrange the furniture. First they reduced the size
of the timber to something more manageable then
they had to lever and heave and push and pinch bar
the huge Scots Pine logs into a much more friendly
position so the Forest S
across the circle to each other. ....... eh...pardon?

The photos show Simon H explaining health and
safety and working parts of his chain saw, the class
measuring and trying logs for size, and Simon F who
is on work experience from Charleston Academy
doing all the hard work!!!! Thank you to both Simons.




hazel nuts

In preparation for the International year of Biodiversity we have been busy
collecting native tree seeds and planting them with different groups who
come up to the forest regularly. They will all gain John Muir Awards,

thanks to their conservation activities out on the ground and the

presentations they do back at school to share their knowledge with others.

So what exactly makes a tree native ?

It is commonly defined as a tree species which colonised Scotland,
without human intervention, in the period after the retreat of the last Ice
Age. So trees with seeds that were blown by the wind, carried by water,
or spread by birds; trees that were left here when the land bridge
between our Isles and mainland Europe was submerged by rising sea
levels around 7,500 years ago. The higher up the Abriachan hills you
climb the more likely you will find these pioneer species(downy birch,
dwarf willow, juniper, rowan, Scots pine) taking over from the lichens,
bearberry, cowberry and mosses growing on the topmost rocks.

birch seed

Why bother making such a fuss over them?
Native woodland is an importantly specific
habitat for our native wildlife. In Abriachan we
have been replanting many native tree species
to replace some of the introduced lodgepole
pine. These have included Scots pine, rowan,
birch, aspen, alder, bird cherry, gean, willows,
wych elm, hawthorn, oak, ash, hazel and
juniper. They have been planted in coupes
alongside existing plantations and burns to
provide better conditions for wild flowers,
mosses, lichens, fungi, wildlife havens, food
sources, nest sites for birds, red squirrels,
amphibians and their food supplies,
invertebrates - dragonflies, butterflies, and all
the life in the water courses up to and
including the trout. The relationships between
the mixed mosaic of trees provide essential
links in the food web of life in our community.
We need to look after them properly so future
generations enjoy and use them sustainably.
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Ami dst the pet
underneath the 100 year old
holly and hawthorn trees which
grew in front of Jock and Hugh
Macdonal dés i n
we found a few holly seedlings
and haw berries. Simon dug
up the seedlings and the
Arches group from Charleston
planted them among the pines
in the cleared forest floor.
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rowan berries




